
PREFACE

Empire is materializing before our very eyes. Over the

past several decades, as colonial regimes were overthrown and then

precipitously after the Soviet barriers to the capitalist world market

finally collapsed, we have witnessed an irresistible and irreversible

globalization of economic and cultural exchanges. Along with the

global market and global circuits of production has emerged a global

order, a new logic and structure of rule—in short, a new form of

sovereignty. Empire is the political subject that effectively regulates

these global exchanges, the sovereign power that governs the world.

Many argue that the globalization of capitalist production and

exchange means that economic relations have become more autono-

mous from political controls, and consequently that political sover-

eignty has declined. Some celebrate this new era as the liberation

of the capitalist economy from the restrictions and distortions that

political forces have imposed on it; others lament it as the closing

of the institutional channels through which workers and citizens

can influence or contest the cold logic of capitalist profit. It is

certainly true that, in step with the processes of globalization, the

sovereignty of nation-states, while still effective, has progressively

declined. The primary factors of production and exchange—

money, technology, people, and goods—move with increasing ease

across national boundaries; hence the nation-state has less and less

power to regulate these flows and impose its authority over the

economy. Even the most dominant nation-states should no longer

be thought of as supreme and sovereign authorities, either outside

or even within their own borders. The decline in sovereignty of nation-

states, however, does not mean that sovereignty as such has declined.1


