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 JOHN KENNEDY TOOLE -- who won a posthumous Pulitzer Prize for his best-selling 
comic masterpiece A Confederacy of Dunces -- wrote The Neon Bible for a literary contest at the 
age of sixteen. The manuscript languished in a drawer and became the subject of a legal battle 
among Toole's heirs. It was only in 1989, thirty-five years after it was written and twenty years 
after Toole's suicide at thirty-one, that this amazingly accomplished and evocative novel was 
freed for publication. 
 
"A powerful novel that belongs on the shelf with the works of Flannery O'Connor, Carson 
McCullers, and Eudora Welty. It is a moving evocation of the small-town South in the 
mid-twentieth century, and it is an expertly crafted tale of an adolescent boy finding the courage 
to make the decisions to change his life." -- WILLIAM McKEEN, Orlando Sentinel 
 
"John Kennedy Toole's tender, nostalgic side is as brilliantly effective as his corrosive satire. If 
you liked To Kill a Mockingbird you will love The Neon Bible." -- FLORENCE KING 
 
"Shockingly mature. . . Even at sixteen, Toole knew that the way to write about complex 
emotions is to express them simply." -- KERRY LUFT, Chicago Tribune 
 
 
 

Copyright © 1989 by W. Kenneth Holditch, Marion Toole Hosli,  
Sharon H. Muniz, Althea Toole Farley, and Mary Toole McGuire 

 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any  

form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information  
storage and retrieval systems, without permission in writing from the  
publisher, except by a reviewer, who may quote brief passages in a  

review. Any members of educational institutions wishing to photocopy  
part or all of the work for classroom use, or publishers who would like  
to obtain permission to include the work in an anthology, should send  

their inquiries to Grove/Atlantic, Inc., 841 Broadway, New York, NY 10003. 
 

Published simultaneously in Canada  
Printed in the United States of America 

 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Toole, John Kennedy, 1937-1969. 
   The neon bible / by John Kennedy Toole. p. cm. 

   ISBN 0-8021-3207-3 (pbk.)  
PS3570.054N46    1989      88-26074 

813'.54 -- dc19 
 

Design by Irving Perkins Associates 
 

Grove Press 
841 Broadway 

New York, NY 10003 
 


