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AUTHOR'S NOTE 
The real Red Dog was born in 1971, and died on November 20th, 1979. The stories I have told here 

are all based upon what really happened to him, but I have invented all of the characters, partly because I 
know very little about the real people in Red Dog's life, and partly because I would not want to offend any 
of them by misrepresenting them. The only character who is 'real' is John. 

There are two factual accounts of Red Dog's life. One is by Nancy Gillespie, first published in 1983, 
and now out of print. There is a copy in Perth public library, Western Australia. The other is by Beverley 
Duckett, 1993, obtainable at the time of writing from the tourist office in Karratha, Western Australia, 
and in local libraries. Dampier and Karratha public libraries also keep press-cuttings about Red Dog, and 
I wish to thank their librarians for their invaluable and freely given help. 

Non-Australians will find a glossary of Aussie terms at the back of the book. 

PART ONE 

FROM TALLY HO TO RED DOG 

THE STINKER 
'Strewth,' exclaimed Jack Collins, 'that dog's a real stinker! I don't know how he puts up with himself. 

If I dropped bombs like that, I'd walk around with my head in a paper bag, just to protect myself 
'Everyone likes their own smells,' said Mrs Collins. Jack raised his eyebrows and smirked at her, so 

she added, 'Or so they say.' 
'Well, it's too much for me, Maureen. He's going to have to go out in the yard.' 
'It's his diet,' said Maureen, 'eating what he eats, it's going to make smells. And he gulps it down so 


