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We dedicate this book to our parents for their hard work and countless sacrifices, which helped us
reach where we are today.

Acknowledgments

Although our names appear alone on the cover of this book, many people have contributed in some
form or other to the book's creation. In many cases, these people are good friend of ours; and in
other cases, we have never met the individuals and have conversed with them only on the phone or
by email. We thank you all who helped us, as we are certain that we could not have completed this
book without the help, assistance, and moral support.

We must thank Anis's wife and his children for their understanding and support while Anis was busy
late nights and weekends working on the book. We also extend our thanks to Mr. A. Jalil for
believing in Anis and opening a world of opportunities for him.

We thank Una Cogavin, our personal friend, who helped us edit some of the chapters at times when
we were scrambling to meet the deadlines. Una provided us with feedback that helped us do a
better job at writing.

Anis and I are both extremely thankful to Dr. Bob Harbort who was instrumental in our academic
careers. Dr. Harbort taught us the information research process in those days when research tools
like the Internet were unheard of.

We must also thank Dr. Doreen Galli Erickson, one of the best mentors on this planet, who helped
us build our computer science foundation and introduced advanced computing concepts to us. We
also thank Mr. Mohibullah Sheikh, the brilliant mathematician and beloved teacher, who taught us
how to think critically and approach problems rationally.

Margaret Eldridge, our initial editor for this book at Wiley Publishing, deserves an award for the
amount of effort and dedication she gave us. We are sure that she had no idea what she was
getting into. Margaret taught us more about writing in the short time we spent with her than I learned
in all my years. Margaret, thanks for giving us this opportunity. And thanks, too, to Carol Long for
shepherding this project to completion during the past few months.

2




