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For Beth-Ellen Siciliano and Alice R. Dall, hideous ears sine part. 
 
 

A RADICALLY CONDENSED HISTORY OF POSTINDUSTRIAL 
LIFE 

 
When they were introduced, he made a witticism, hoping to be liked. She laughed extremely hard, 

hoping to be liked. Then each drove home alone, staring straight ahead, with the very same twist to their 
faces. 

The man who'd introduced them didn't much like either of them, though he acted as if he did, 
anxious as he was to preserve good relations at all times. One never knew, after all, now did one now did 
one now did one. 

 

DEATH IS NOT THE END 

 
The fifty-six-year-old American poet, a Nobel Laureate, a poet known in American literary circles 

as 'the poet's poet' or sometimes simply 'the Poet,' lay outside on the deck, bare-chested, moderately 




