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CRIMINALISTICS—INTRODUCTION TO
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES
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1.1 DEFINITION AND SCHEDULING OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

A “controlled substance” is a drug or substance of which the use, sale, or distribution is
regulated by the federal government or a state government entity. These controlled substances
are listed specifically or by classification on the federal level in the Controlled Substances Act
(CSA) or in Part 1308 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The purpose of the CSA is to
minimize the quantity of useable substances available to those who are likely to abuse them.
At the same time, the CSA provides for the legitimate medical, scientific, and industrial needs
of these substances in the U.S.




