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hen I first started writing about kids
and money nearly 10 years ago, I
knew a fair amount about money but
I was still learning about kids. Since
then my children have taught me a

lot, and in this book they have pride of place.
First and foremost then, I’d like to thank John,

Claire and Peter, my long-suffering money-smart kids,
for giving me the best financial advice and letting me
share it with the world.

I’d also like to thank: 
My husband John, for cooking me a spaghetti din-

ner tonight; 
My parents, Renie and Ed Bodnar, for never hav-

ing any doubts that this book would get done; 
My sister, Priscilla Jackman, for always getting me

over the rough spots;
The parents, students and teachers of St. Camillus

School, especially Glen Mayers; 
All the family members, friends, co-workers, casual

acquaintances and Dr. Tightwad correspondents whose
anecdotes enliven these pages;

David Harrison of Kiplinger Books, who always
knows what to say and how to say it;

Christy Pulfrey, Cindy Greene and Allison Leopold
for keeping me honest in getting the facts straight and
the words spelled right;

Heather Waugh, Dan Kohan, Cynthia Currie and
the other members of the Kiplinger art department for
putting it all together so beautifully; 

And Jennifer Robinson. There never was a better
editor or friend. 
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