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The chapters of this book provide an excellent overview of current re-
search and development activities in the area of web information systems.
They supply an in-depth description of different issues in web information
systems areas, including web-based information modeling, migration between
different media types, web information mining, and web information extrac-
tion issues. Each chapter is accompanied by examples or case studies to show
the applicability of the described techniques or methodologies.

The book is a reference for the state of the art in web information sys-
tems, including how information on the Web can be retrieved effectively and
efficiently. Furthermore, this book will help the reader to gain an understand-
ing of web-based information representation using XML, XML documents
storage and access, and web views.

Following our call for chapters in 2002, we received 29 chapter propos-
als. Each proposed chapter was carefully reviewed and, eventually, 10 chap-
ters were accepted for inclusion in this book. This book brought together
academic and industrial researchers and practitioners from many different
countries, including Singapore, Greece, Poland, Germany, New Zealand, the
US and Australia. Their research and industrial experience, which are re-
flected in their work, will certainly allow readers to gain an in-depth knowl-
edge of their areas of expertise.

INTENDED AUDIENCE
Web Information Systems is intended for individuals who want to en-

hance their knowledge of issues relating to modeling, representing, storing
and mining information on the Web. Specifically, these individuals could in-
clude:


