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Martin Amis was born in Oxford on 15 August 1949. He was educated in Britain, Spain and the USA, attending over thirteen 

schools and then a series of crammers in London and Brighton. He gained a formal First in English at Exeter College, Oxford. 
He has been an editorial assistant on The Times Literary Supplement and was Literary Editor of the New Statesman from 1977 
until 1979. He then worked as a Special Writer on the Observer and now contributes regularly to the Independent on Sunday. 
He is also the author of Einstein's Monsters, a collection of stories about the nuclear age, and his novels are The Rachel 
Papers, which won the 1974 Somerset Maugham Award, Dead Babies, Success, Other People: A Mystery Story, Money, 
London Fields and Time's Arrow. 

His novels have won widespread acclaim: writing about Success, Blake Morrison in The Times Literary Supplement said, 
'The narrative economy and manipulation of sympathy make this Martin Amis's most assured work so far. The presentation of 
city life in its sadness is forceful in itself, but what is especially impressive is that all the detail counts in the overall design'; J. G. 
Ballard called Other People 'Powerful and obsessive ... a metaphysical thriller. Kafka reshot in the style of Psycho', and the 
Sunday Times thought it 'dazzling . . . obligatory reading'. Reviewing Einstein's Monsters in the London Evening Standard, John 
Walsh wrote, 'The writing remains as vivid as ever, full of risky, throw-away conceits and perfectly cadenced terms of 
description.' London Fields was praised in the Sunday Telegraph as 'The most ambitious Amis to date, the most 
compassionate, and the most chilling . . . [his] voice has been the most original and distinctive of British fiction writers in the 
1980s' while the Guardian wrote of Time's Arrow. 'Amis's profound book adds a new and terrifying dimension to the 
Shakespearean tragic conception of time being "out of joint".’ 
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Introduction and Acknowledgments 
On a couple of occasions I have been asked to write a book about America; and I must have spent at least four or five 

minutes contemplating this monstrous enterprise. America is more like a world than a country: you could as well write a book 


