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Conventions Used in this Book

It is critical for any technical publication to follow rigorous
standards and employ consistent punctuation conventions to
make the text easy to read.

However, this is not an easy task. Within Oracle there are
many types of notation that can confuse a reader. Some Oracle
utilities such as STATSPACK and TKPROF are always spelled
in CAPITAL letters, while Oracle parameters and procedures
have varying naming conventions in the Oracle documentation.
It is also important to remember that many Oracle commands
are case sensitive, and are always left in their original executable
torm, and never altered with italics or capitalization.

Hence, all Rampant TechPress books follow these conventions:

Parameters - All Oracle parameters will be lowercase italics.
Exceptions to this rule are parameter arguments that are
commonly capitalized (KEEP pool, TKPROF), these will be
left in ALL CAPS.

Variables — All PL/SQL program variables and arguments will
also remain in lowercase italics (dbms_job, dbms_utility).

Tables & dictionary objects — All data dictionary objects are
referenced in lowercase italics (dba_indexes, v§sql. This
includes all v§ and x§ views (xfkcbecbh, vSparameter) and
dictionary views (dba_tables, user_indexes).

SQL — All SQL is formatted for easy use in the code depot,
and all SQL is displayed in lowercase. The main SQL terms
(select, from, where, group by, order by, having) will always
appear on a separate line.
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Programs & Products — All products and programs that are
known to the author are capitalized according to the vendor
specifications (IBM, DBXray, etc). All names known by
Rampant TechPress to be trademark names appear in this
text as initial caps. References to UNIX are always made in
uppercase.
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