THE NATURAL GOOD

There is "right" in the mathematical, physical, or
pragmatic sense. It is "right” to do something in a certain
way. In other words, it is viable, practical, functional, it
coheres with the world. Similarly, we say that it is "good”
to do the "right" thing and that we "ought to" do it. It is
the kind of "right™ and "good" that compel us to act
because we "ought to". If we adopt a different course, if
we neglect, omit, or refuse to act in the "right” and "good"
way, as we "ought to" - we are punished. Nature herself
penalizes such violations. The immutable laws of nature
are the source of the "rightness" and "goodness" of these
courses of action. We are compelled to adopt them -
because we have no other CHOICE. If we construct a
bridge in the "right” and "good" way, as we "ought to" - it
will survive. Otherwise, the laws of nature will make it
collapse and, thus, punish us. We have no choice in the
matter. The laws of nature constrain our moral principles
as well.

THE MORAL GOOD

This lack of choice stands in stark contrast to the "good"
and "right" of morality. The laws of morality cannot be
compared to the laws of nature - nor are they variants or
derivatives thereof. The laws of nature leave us no choice.
The laws of morality rely on our choice.



