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C MP LET E AND UNABRIDGED 

The yearni ng to travel was in Ralph's blood. A. a child he 

had heard travellers talk about the outh Seas and, at fif teen, 


he could not wait to see them with h is own eyes. 


Ralph sets sail on the rrow, but as I t approache oral Island 

Ln the Pa lfic a fearfultOrm wre ks the hip. Only Ralph and 


hi' rwo friends Jack and Peterkm e cape and arc wa h d ;a hore 

with n thing m re Ihan 11 tel ope nd;a hroken penknife 


berween them. At fi rst rheir lIrvival skills erve rhen~ well: [:ley 

builJ a helter, hum and fI~h, anu gath r the lenriful (mit 


trom the tr s. Then into their Paradi e arrives a party of 

cannihil ls thilt lesrs their courage ro the filII , and after their 


deparnlre there follows a pirate hlP whose capmin IS Bloody 

Rill. the bigge' r cllt-throat f them all ' " 


Ballantyne's enduringly poplllar story of adventure on distant 

lands and eas was hase I to a large extent on his own 


experience. for he was a great traveller and re earched h is books 

thor ughly, W ritten during a tim when ociety w at it~ In t 


re tri t"'e the recJom from odal constraint thar the 

char-dcte eojl y gives the book much of it g oeral appea\. 
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