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Introduction 


A 

maddening collection of freeways and Lt.-. 


joints and palm trees , seedy suburbs and 1-_ 

borhoods and e;...1;reme lifestyles, Los Angele 


biggest and most stimulating city - and an uncon\· 

any standard. Indeed , LA's character is so shiful "­

understandable "only dimly, and in flashes," aet­


Fitzgerald - that the city might be freely dismissl'd In 

if it weren't so central to the world's mass culture . . 


sonalities and lack of any unifying design mak il 


I.her approachable, nor perhaps even erlioyable : bu 

spirited chaos of the place takes hold , you'll ~ 


resist.. 

Made up of scores of distinct municipalitie~ . L 

modern eity development, having traded urban 
suburban sprawl and high-lise corporat.e towers [ 

gets more than ample opportunity to show off iu v. 

its st.ature as international ent.ertainment center. " 

lure of a sunny and glamorous place like no oth. 
unique, an unpredictable and addictive assault (In . 

mud-wrestling venues and porn cinemas stand ne >I 

tiques and t.rendy restaurants , the whole of it lmder 

of the next earthquake, flood, or natural disaster. 

Despite this uniqueness , LA has much in ct1m 

. 

ma.ior US cities. With the largest combined port in' 

biggest in the world outside of China) , LA is a cenlt.>r 

trade and a dominant financial hub in its own right . . 
estate is a chief concern of the local economy, as ­

try; defense-related businesses, on the other hand 

demise in recent years and \vill probably never 
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