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'I am a Thief, a Pirate, a Murtherer, and ought 
to be hanged.' 

KidllappEd as a child , Bob Sillg le ton goes to sea at the age or 
12 and m ak ' a fortun e cros in g Afri c(] un foot , loses it , and 
ma ke ano the r as a pirate be fore he is ultimate ly rdormed. 
Captain Sing leton is all adventure story , a travel narrative, 
and an explora tion or socie ty from the point or vi ew of its 

outcasts . Publi shed in 1720, the yea l' afte r Robinson Crusoe, 
Sing leton has been traditionally categorized as a minor 

wOI'k, but it is ope n to much full e r ajJprt-' ciation in today's 
crili call'lilllate. It is both a nove l of id eas and an arres tin g 
s tllry of imm ense geographical swee jJ , which includ ps one 

or Ue foe's most m emorabl e chara cte rs , William th e Quake r, 

Th e tex t is that of th e firs t edition , and in a new 
introducti on Pen c lop e Wilson takes account of th e m os t 
re t en t developm e nts in De foe schola rship and criti cism. 
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