
TH E ,\GI·. O J R ' G,\ X. C opyright © 2008 by Sea n Wilent7 .. All rights reserved. 

Printed in the United States of America. J ' 0 part of this book may be used or 

reproduced in any man ner whatsoel'er without written permission exccpt in the 

case orbriefquotation ~ embodied in critical articles and reviews. For infixmation , 

address HarperCollins Publishcrs, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, N Y 10022. 


H ,u perCollins books may bc purchased for educational, busi nt:ss, or sales 

promotional usc. For information, please write: Special rvlarkets Department, 


HarperCollins Publishen, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022. 


G rateful acknowledgment for pe rmission to reproduce illustrations is made to 

the following: Text: neumallll lCurbis: pages 12- 13. Stewart MikeiCorb/~' Sygma: 

pages 430-4'1 1. Insert: BettmalllllCorbis: page I, top; page 3, top, bottom right; 

page 7, middle left; pagt· 8, bottom left. TI2<' Granger CollerliOlI: page I, bottom 


left. White House Photograph courtesy Gerald R, Ford Library: page 2, all. 

\Vhite House Photograph courtesy jimmy Carter Presidential Library: page 4, 


all; p:lgc 5, all. White House Photograph courtesy Ronald Rl'agari Library: page 

6, all; page 7, top, bottom right; page 8, top, bottom right; page 9, top, bottom 

right; page 10, all. V/hite HOllse Photograph courtesy Gt'OIge BU.ih Pre"idenlial 


Libmry: page II, all. White House Photograph courtesy Wilham f. Clinton 

Prejid(,l1 tial Library: page 12, top, bottom left; pagt· Li, all. Patrick Roberti 


SygmalCorbis: page 12. middle right. Jeffrey I'vlarkowitz ISygma ICorb is: page 

14, t()p. Wally lvi, " nlceICurbi.': page 9, middle left; page 14. bottom, Reult'I~d 


COI'bis: p:tge 15, all. J'vIatthc/tJ Cal/{/l1augh lepa ICorbis: page 16. 


"Idiot Wind": 

Copyright © It)74 Ram's H orn Music. All rights reserved. International 


copyright secured. Reprinted by permission. 


"High Water (for Ch'lrlc), Patton)": 

C opyright ID 2001 Special Ride Music. All rights reserwd. International 


copyright secu red, Reprinted by permission, 


FIR~T E DITION 

Designed by Nicola Fe/guJOn 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Wikn tz, Sean. 
The :tge (If Reagan: a history, 1974-200S I Sean Wi1entz. - 1st ed. 

p. cm. 
Includes bibliog raphical references and index. 


ISBN: 978-0-06-074480-9 

1. nitcd States - Politics and government - 1945- 1989.2. United 

States - f'oIttics and government -1980.3. Politica l culture -United 
State, - Hi story -20th century. 4. Political culture -United States 
History -2 1st century. '5. Cnnservatism -United States - History - 20[h 
century. 6. Conse rvatism - n ited States - Histor) - 21st century, 
7. ]{eagan, Ronald - lnt1uence. 1. Title, 

' 839.5.W'53) 2008 
973.927- dc22 20070473.B 

08 09 10 11 12 [[) /I{ R D 10 9 8 7 (J '5 4 3 2 


