
Fair Trading Act 1973
C H A P T E R  4  1

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

P.qnr I

section 
INtnoPucronY

1. Director General of Fair Tradine.
2. General functions of Director. 

-

3. Consumer Protection Advisory Committee.
4. The Monopolies and Mergers Commission.
5. Principal functions of Commission.
6. Monopoly situation in relation to supply of goods.
7. Monopoly situation in relation to supply of services.
8. Monopoly situation in relation to exports.
9. Monopoly situation limited to part of United Kingdom.

i0. Supplementary provisions relating to ss. 6 to 9.
I L Meaning of " complex monopoly situation ".
12. Powers of Secretary of State in relation to functions of

Director.

Penr II

RereRrNcrs ro CoNsul,nn Pnorpcrrox
Aousony Col'nnrrer

General provisions

13. Meaning of " consumer trade practice ".
14. General provisions as to references to Advisory Committee.
15. Exclusion from s. 14 in respect ofcertain services.
16. Restriction on references under s. 14 in respect of certain

goods and services.
I7. Reference to Advisory Committee proposing recommenda-

tion to Secretary of State to make an order.
18. No such recommendation to be made except in pursuance

of reference to which s. 17 applies.
19. Scope of recommendation proposed in reference to whicb

s. 17 applies.
20. Time-limit and quorum for report on reference to which

s. 17 applies.
21. Report of Advisory Committee on reierence to whjch s. 17

applies.

Order in pursuance of report of Advisory Committee

22. Order of Secretary of State in pursuance of report on
reference to which s. 17 applies.
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tiit:" 
Penalties for contravention of order under s' 22'

U:. bn*".t due to default of other-person'
;5'. p.T.*t in proceedings urrder s',23'

;i;'. Iiitit"tilt-"'r erect or-oraers under s' 22'

Section
47.
48.
49.
50.
51 .
52.
53.

54.
55.
56.

Fair 1

Mon'

General provisions a
Monopoly reference
Monopoly reference
Monopoly references
MonopolY referencet
Variation of monoP<
Publication of monc

directions relating
Report of Commissi
Tiie-limit for rePor
Order of aPProPria

reference.

27.
28.
29.

30.
31 .
32.

Enforcement of orders

Enforcing authorities'
Fo*.t tJmake test Purchases'
Power to enter pt.*i'"t'itO inspect and seize goods and

o$rt;'Hi"ttioone.tion with exercise of powers under s' 29'

Notice of test.
U;il;#oo rot loss in respect of goods seized under

s .29 .
93. eppfr"utioo of Part II to Northern Ireland'

Penr III

ADDnoNAL FuNcuoNs-or Dn'scron
FoR Pnorecrlox or Constncns

34. Action by Director with -respect to course- - 
J.itim."tal to interests. ol colsuTgls-' ̂ ^..-,

3s.P;;;-ils'drd;,1-11i9"^"-T'X".'i""court'
i;:. it"li;;-fr nroceedi",e: "'9:l :' li''J. 

31'j:?Ttti'frilitifid;il to' court in proceedings

of conduct

NewsPa;
57. Meaning of " news

newspaper assets
58. Prohibition of certa
59. NewsPaPer merger
60. Timelimit for rePo
61. RePort on newspaF
62. Enforcement Provir

Othe
63. Merger references 1
64. Merger situation q'
65. EnterPrises ceasing
66. Time when enterPr
67. Valuation of assets
68. SuPPlementary Pro

for investigation
69. Different kinds of
70. Timelimit for reP<
7I. Variation of certair
72. RePort of Commis
73. Order of Secretary
74. Interim order in re
75. Reference in antici

76. Functions of Dire<
77. Associated Personl

under s. 35.
38. Provisions as to persons consenting to or conniving at

courses of con"d,iJl"iii*ttt"t to iiterests of consumers'

39. order of, or ;e;;1.fr;ginto to' Court in proceedings

under s. 38.
40. ptoni.io"t as to interconnected bodies corporate'

41. Concurreil J"*ai;ii"; of otntt courts in certain cases'

42. Appeals ft"* itiitio"t 
"i 

t'tO"tt of courts under Part III'

z;'. tJ;ffid*E ;";;;ii"in;;;a;' Part III in Restrictive
Practices Court'

Penr IV

FuxcrroNs or Drnrcron lNp -ComnssroN IN RELATToN

t6 ili,iti.:*it srruinoNs lNp uNcor'esrrrvE Pnec'ncrs

Powers for Director to require information

4. General power for Director to require information'

45. Speciai po*,''io 
-t-"qoitt 

. inforhation with respect to
- 
comPlex monoPolY sltuatrons'

6. Supplementaw^p""tiiti"ts as to requirements to furnish

informatton.
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Fair Trading Act 1973

Monopoly references

General provisions as to monopoly references.
Monopoly reference limited to the facts.
Monopoly reference not limited to the facts"
Monopoly references by Director.
Monopoly references by Ministers.
Variation of monopoly reference.
Pubtcation of monopoly references and variations, and of

directions relating to them.
Report of Commission on monopoly reference.
TimeJimit for report on monopoly reference.
Orde-r of appropriate Minister on report on monopoly

reference.

c .41 ru

Section
47.
48.
49.
50.
51 .
52.
53.

54.
55.
56.

Pl'nr V

MrncrRs

N ew sp ap e r mer g er r efer ences
57. Meaning of " newspaper ", " transfer of newspaper or of

newspaper assets " and related expressions.
58. Prohibition of certain newspaper rnergers.
59. Newspaper merger reference.
60. Timelimit for report on newspaper merger reference.
61. Report on newspaper merger reference.
62. Enforcement provisions relating to newspaper mergers"

O ther merger references
63. Merger references to which ss. 64 to 75 apply.
64. Merger situation qualifying for investigation.
65. Enterprises ceasing to be distinct enterprises.
66. Time when enterprises cease to be distinct.
67. Valuation of assets taken over.
68. Supplementary provisions as to merger situations qualifying

for investigation.
69. Different kinds of rnerger references.
70. Timelimit for report on merger reference.
7I. Variation of certain merger references.
72. Report of Commission on merger reference.
73. Order of Secretary of State on report on merger reference.
74. Interim order in respect of merger reference.
,15. Reference in anticipation of merger.

Supplementary
76, Functions of Director in relation to merger situations.
77. Associated persons.
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Section
l0l. Patent or design pool.
102. Particulars of expc

Director.
103. Examination on oat

corporate and unin
104. Extension of certain 1
105. Interim orders of Res
106. Industrial and provid,

ExrrNsroN on Ac
RELAT]

107. Order bringing under
to services.

108. Order bringing und
relating to services.

109. Designated services.
I i0. Supplementary provis
I11. Procedure in relation
ll2. Provisions as to certa:
13. Matters to be treate

purposes ofs. 107.
14. Provisions to be disrel
15. Excepted agreements.
16. Application of provisi
17. Interpretation of Part

P.mr VI

RsFERENcEs ro CoIrnvnssloN orHER THAN
MoNoPor,v AND MERGER RrrunrNces

Section
78. General references.
79. References as to restrictive labour practices.
80. Variation of reference under Part VI.

Penr VII

PnovtstoNs RELATING to RprsRENcEs ro
Apusonv Comnrrrs oR To CotrlutsstoN

81. Procedure in carrying out investigations.
82, General provisions as to reports. - -.
83. Laying blfore Parliament and publication of reports'

P.c.Rr VIII

AootrtoNrlr- PRovlsloNs RELATING ro Rrn'nnsNcns To
ComnssloN

84. Public interest
gS. eit*aa"tt of witnesses and production of documents'
86. Director to receive copies of reports.
8i: Supplementary proviiions as to laying reports before

Farliament.
gg. Action by Director in consequence of report of commission

on monopolY or merger reference.
89. Interim ord^er 

-after 
repbrt of Commission under s' 54 or

s .72 .
90. General provisions as to orders undel ss.-56, 73,.74 and 89'
91. Procedur'e relating to orders to which s. 90 applie-s'
gZ. Investigation of cbmpany or association with reference to

ordei to which s. 90 aPPlies.
93. Enforcement of orders to which s. 90 applies'

Pmr IX

AMENDMENTS oF REsrRlcrrve Tnlpr Pnacflcus Aqrs

Transfer of functions of Registrar to Director.
Agreements as to prices to be recommended or suggested

for resale of goods.
Subscriotions to trade associations'
"Trade associatiori" not to include certain approved

societies.
98. Wholesale co-operative societies.
99. Agreements relating to coal or steel.

100. A[reements to comply with standards of lrrformance.

18 .
t9 .

Pynlun SrrrtNc m

Trading schernes to w
Regulations relating tr
Offences under Part X
Defences in certain pr
Penalties for offences
Enforcement provisior

tza.
t2r.
r22.
t23.

94.
95.

96.
97.

Mlscrt"rer.tnous AND

124. Publication of informr
125. Annual and other repr
126. Special provisions rela
127. Additional power tc

Marketing Aet l95B
128. Order superseded by

Court.
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Section

l9l. Patent or design pooling agreements.
lo2. Particulars of export agreements to be furnished to

Director.
103. Examination on oath of certain employees of bodics

corporate and unincorporated trade associations.
104. Extension of certain powbrs of Restrictive practicis court.
105. Interim orders of Reitrictive practices Court.
106. Industrial and provident societies and their subsidiaries.

Plnr X
ExrrNsroN or Acr or 1956 ro AcRsTMENTs

RELATTNG ro SrRvrcrs
107. order bringing under control restrictive agreements relating

to services.
108.

109.
110 .
111 .
1t2.
l  13 .

t14.
I  15.
I  16"
t l7 .

Order .bringing under control information agreements
relating to services.

Designated services.
,Supplementary provisions as to orders under s. 107 or s. l0g.
Procedure in relation to orders under s. 107 or s. 10g.
Provisions as to certain associations.
Matters to be treated as equivalent to restrictions for

purposes of s. 107.
Provisions to be disregarded.
Excepted agreements.
Application of provisions of Acts of 1956 and 196g.
Interpretation ofPart X and Schedule 10.

P.lnr XI
Pyneun SrrrtNc AND sIMILAR Trulpwc Scneirlrs

ll!. Trading schemes to which Parr XI applies.
ll?. Regulations relating to such trading sihemes.
l2A. Offences under Part XI.
l2l. Defences in certain proceedings under part XI.
122. Penalties for offences under Part XI.
123. Enforcement provisions.

Pmr XII

Mrscnr"r,aNeous AND SupprBmNreny pnovnroNs

124. Publication of information and advice.
125. Annual and other reports of Director.
1?9. Special provisions relating to patents.
127. Add_itiona-l power to make orders under Agricultural

Marketing Aet 1958.
128. Order superseded by declaration of Restrictive practices

Court.
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Section
iji. fimelimit for prosecutions',
i3t: N"ti.€ to Dire6tor of intendedprosecution'
iti: i.iriinl"ti"" of convictions and 3udgments to Director.
132. Offences bY bodies corPolale'
i3g'. G;;;it;trictions on disclosure of information'
L34. Provisions as to orders.
135. Financial Provisions.
ii6: i&ers of Parliament of Northern lreland'
tli. General interpretation provisions' . .
138. Supplementary inter-pretatton provrsrons'
i3t: nriindments,'repeals and transitional p.rovisions'
Ln'. Sttott iittt, ciiatibn, commencement and extent'

ScgeDuus:

Schedule l-Director.General of Fair Trading'

Schedule2_ConsumerProtectionAdvisoryCommittee.
Schedule3_TheMonopoliesandMergersCommission.
Schedule4--servicesexcludedfromsections14andl09.
ScheduleS-Goodsandservicesreferredtoinsection16.
ScheduleG_Mattersfallingwithinscopeofproposals

under section 17.
ScheduleT_Goodsandservices(inaddit iontothose' - 

io S"n dule 5) whoily or partly excluded
from section 50.

schedule 8-Powers exercisable by orders under sectionr
56 and73.

Schedule 9-Procedure preliminary to- lgyiog draft of- - 
order to which section 91(1) applies'

Schedule lO-Modifications of Acts of 1956 and 1968
relation to services.

Schedule ll-Transitional provisions and savings'

Schedule l2-Enactments amended'

Schedule l3-Enactments rePealed

Fair Tra
r913

An Act to provide fo
General of Fair Trad
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General and the Con
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certain other courts
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and Control) Act
Mergers Act 1965, fi
Acts and related ma
practices; to amenc
Act 1956 and tl
Act 1968, to make
Act of 1956 to agr
to transfer to the f
the functions of the
Asreernents: to n

, i .pyramid selling.and
new provision in Pl
Trade DescriPtions
connected with thos
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l{ with the advice an

IJ Temporal, and o
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I
1.-(1) The Secretary

known as the Director I
referred to as " the Dire


