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ust when
the de-
bunker hit
squads of

the old scientific
paradigm thought
it was safe to
come out again, a
sudden upwelling
of alternative
thought in some
of the most unex-
pected places
could have them
ducking for cover.

From Public
Broadcasting to
ABC television, from the New York Times to the United Press International, a
plethora of ideas once consigned to the fringes of  “Junk Science” are being given a
new and virtually respectful hearing. 

Earlier this year the Times reported the news that the Department of Energy has
decided to reopen its investigation into Cold Fusion. Never mind that the phenom-
enon had been ridiculed as quackery by the self-appointed high priests of scientific
truth. That would have been enough good news for many months, but, in an appar-
ently unrelated development, a few days later the Public broadcasting system ran a
well-produced prime time special on Nikola Tesla which paid respectful attention,
not only to the great inventor’s many unsung contributions, including radio and al-
ternating current, but to the breathtaking possibility that Tesla may have developed
wireless power transmission and directed-energy weapons as well. And PBS wasn’t
through yet. Another prime-time documentary on the Turin Shroud controversy
made it clear that the case for its authenticity is far from closed and, if anything,
the evidence is now pointing toward the Shroud’s validation. But even that wasn’t
all. Before the month was half over ABC television’s 20/20 took on the issue of rein-
carnation in the story of a small boy who appears to have authentic recollections of
a former life as a WWII fighter pilot. The report made it hard to escape the conclu-
sion that the boy’s experience was genuine.

Professional debunkers like Paul Kurtz got in their usual say, but unlike pre-
vious reporting on such subjects, the public, this time, was left with the clear im-
pression that many familiar conceptions of conventionality had indeed been dis-
credited. That such is the case is hardly news to the readers of Atlantis Rising, but
for the public in general these are shocking developments.

For those of us who have pushed such notions, without the benefit of much sup-
port, for a long time, the new acceptance is heady stuff. It is worth remembering
that in 1994, when NBC first carried The Mystery of the Sphinx, the documentary
which highlighted John Anthony West and Robert Schoch’s sensational case that
the Sphinx was thousands of years older than claimed by orthodox Egyptology, the
consequent effect on public awareness was profound, indeed. Never before had the
establishment been forced to defend its dogmas in such a public way and it has not
recovered since.

One of the outcomes of that breakthrough event was the startup of a new maga-
zine which chose to tackle in a straightforward kind of way many of the shibboleths
and superstitions of mainstream thinking. In November of 1994, Atlantis Rising
published its first issue, and you know the rest.
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