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s Mark Twain is said to
have observed, “History
may not repeat itself,
but it sure does

rhyme.” Current events seem to
be no exception. Parallels be-
tween war pairs—Gulf Wars, I
and II, and World Wars, I and II—
are hard to ignore.

Just when we thought fas-
cism was a thing of the past, we
discover it again in Iraq where
the resemblance between the
Nazi and Baath parties is un-
canny—to say nothing of Hitler
and Hussein. And, it seems, the
persistence of Iraq in developing
weapons of mass destruction (at
least the chemical and biological
ones) in defiance of U.N. sanc-
tions has eerie echoes of German
rearmament during the interval between world wars, something also forbidden
by the world. How strange that Germany now plays the pacifist. Even the
naive belief held by many, two thirds of a century ago, that German intentions
were no threat has reappeared in similar wishful thinking for Iraq. Some would
argue that even Neville Chamberlain has made a second coming, though this
time as a Frenchman. 

Whatever the outcome of developments in the Middle East and around the
world, it seems clear that our civilization is in the middle of another great initi-
ation, or change. While the full meaning of such episodes is not always ap-
parent at the outset, hindsight will doubtless fill in the blanks.

The British historian Arnold Toynbee saw history, in terms of the rise and
fall of civilizations, following distinct and recurring patterns. If Toynbee was
right, a civilization’s survival is owed less to its failure to deal with physical or
environmental threats than to an inability to respond to moral and spiritual
challenges. 

Previously in this space I have quoted one of my favorite teachers who
once remarked, “all change comes through dramatic episode.” The corollary of
that, I guess, would be that NO change comes WITHOUT dramatic episode. So
for all of those who have been praying for change, it’s worth remembering the
advice to be careful what you pray for, you may get it, drama and all. Neverthe-
less, we believe that whatever the outcome of the current struggle, if we find
the necessary courage and rise to the occasion, we have nothing to fear.

By the time you read this, much will have transpired on the world stage
that hadn’t, at the time these words were written, so you will be able to judge
their import in the light of events known to you but not to me. I will be quite
surprised, however, if Iraq and the Middle East are not center stage. In this
issue you will read from William Henry (author of “One Foot in Atlantis”)
about a previously unsuspected link between ancient Iraq and Ireland, and
with Moira Timms (author of “Beyond Prophecies and Predictions”) you will
explore the ancient Babylonian prophecy and learn why we are between Iraq
and a hard place.

I could say more, but our prophecy is that you will shortly see for yourself.
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