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&:iT ? e sed to present th is seco nd edi t io n of our reference guide to OSCE h um a n 

182 :: -~rSlO n comm itments in the year when we celebrate the 30th an nive rsa ry of the 

186 -= " - :,1Fi na l Ac t. Signed in 1975, the Fin a l Ac t remains a fund a mental cornerstone 

_ '-:', of t he wider secu rit y fra me wo rk in Europe and throughout the OSC E region, 186 

194 0- .: .5 :llso gu ides the work of my institution, the OSCE's Office for Democratic Insti ­


~ ~.S a nd Human Rights.195 
::-:e Hel sin ki Final Act was the first in te rnational document that recognized the pro­198 

~~: In nf hu man rights and fundamental freedoms as a matter of intern ationa l co n­200 
-;T It is one of 10 fund a menta l pr inciples of interstate relations, on the same level and206 
-2 ' _, as (he classical rules of international relations we have known since the begin­

- - g o · t he modern age.209 
~_ l rhe world has changed conSiderab ly since 1975. And so has the framework devel­

209 	 ;-d b\' the OSCE for the ent ire reg ion. Si nce the historic changes of 1989, th e states 

210 	 . ; r: ~ :'ope have taken the baSIC outline of the Helsin ki Final Ac t and developed it into a 

' . :;.prehensive set of norms and standards, in particular w ith respect to human rights.210 
~~ese Dasic rights , together w ith democracy a nd t he ru le of law, a re the building blocks220 

; \\ hal t he OSCE terms the human d imens ion o f securit y. 225 
.:"'tlhe 1990 Copenhagen Conference o n the Human Dimension, OSCE states laid the 

~~oundwork for what wou ld become the fundamen tal rule book for the enti re OSCE 
230 ~5!o n, the acquis of many of the wor ld 's developed democracies. It has, so far, not been 

232 'T',Jl ched by any comparable international exerc ise and continues to guide us in our 

d 11;- work.232 
Thu s, the Helsinki frame work has been further developed ever since and has become244 

3. comp rehensi ve set of standards . While the details of all of the related commitments245 
ca n be found in this compilati on, their -essence is to be found in a few basic princi­247 
pl es that respect for human righ ts a nd funda mental freedoms is at the hea r t of th e 

O SC E's concept of securit y; and th at s tates are accountable to a ll of their c itize ns, and249 
[Q one anot her, for ensur ing that these rights and freedoms are indeed respected a nd 

253 protected. 

The OSCE s tates have a ffi rmed that the ODIHR, together wi th the High Commis­

sioner on Na tional Minorities and th e Representative on Freedom of the Media are 
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essential instruments in ensuring respect for human rights , democracy, and the rule of 

law. 

In 2001, the ODIHR produced a compilation of human dimension commitments in 

order to facilitate access to them. This compilation has been an invaluable reference 

tool for all of us involved in promoting human rights , democracy, and the rule of law. 

However, new pledges and decisions made by the OSCE call for a continued update. 

This revised compilation contains chronological and thematic parts, and is now pub­

lished in two volumes due to its expanding body of commitments. 

In the end, it all comes down to what US President Gerald Ford said after signing 

the Helsinki Final Act thirty years ago, namely that it does not matter what promises 

we make, but what promises we keep. The OSCE participating States have created an 

impressive body of norms and principles in the area of the human dimension . I hope 

that the present publication will further promote the knowledge and the implementa­

tion of the many commitments that the OSCE participating States have made to benefit 

their one billion inhabitants. 

Ambassador Christian Strohal 


Director of the OSCE Officefor Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
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